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JUSTICE FOR WOMEN – Towards a more effective rights protection and access to 

judicial procedures for victims of crimes 

WORKSHOP REPORT  

10 October 2019 

 

On the 10th of October 2019, there was held a workshop in Bucharest, Romania intended for 

Romanian specialists working with women - victims of crime, which was implemented in Work 

package 4 - Capacity building for legal stakeholders and other service providers in the field of 

protection of women’s rights.  

The one-day multidisciplinary event brought together professionals from different fields of activity 

and from different regions of the country. Therefore, along with the trainers, 41 participants were 

present: judges, prosecutors, lawyers, social workers and psychologists within the General 

Directorates for Social Assistance and Child Protection and a regional director, as well as 

representatives of the Romanian Police.  

This event aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the entire judicial process through 

which a woman - victim of crime can go through and how proper functioning of the network of 

legal services, assistance, and procedures can positively influence the results of the entire process. 

In the first part of the training day, there were addressed issues related to empathic communication 

with the woman - victim of crime, in the criminal proceedings, referring to victims from different 

cultural, educational, and social backgrounds. There were also presented the ways of interviewing 

the victim, considering the particularities of each category of victims, and the procedural stage in 

which he/she could be at a certain time. The theoretical notions were exemplified through the 

presented case studies and the practical applications used to actively involve the participants in the 

learning process.  

The working methods included lectures, multidisciplinary team work exercises, and exercises 

intended to identify personal and collective prejudices and how they influence the specialist’s 

interaction with the woman - victim of the crime. 
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The second half of the training day was dedicated to psychological issues regarding the 

psychological trauma and its consequences on woman - victim/injured party in the criminal 

proceedings, and the relevance of forensic and psychological reports in the assessment of physical 

and psychological suffering and in granting financial compensation. 

The discussions started from the premise that in the act of justice, especially in cases where the 

crime captures the victim’s vulnerability, it is important to understand not only the direct impact 

of the crime, but also its consequences, beyond the physical, occupational or health injury. 

Therefore, the comprehensive psychiatric and psychological assessment of the victim should 

become routine practice in all cases, particularly those that involve vulnerability. 

There were also discussed the issues regarding the establishment of financial compensations that 

must take into account the fact that a forensic economic evaluation cannot be disjoint, but 

complementary to the psychiatric and psychological analysis, and part of the complex and 

complete case expertise; the financial quantification represents both the amount of losses, as well 

as the amount of the resulting disability, including the daily life of the person concerned.  

The attending specialists had been actively involved in the learning process, providing knowledge 

from their personal practice that completed the information structured by the trainer. 

From the feedback obtained from the questionnaire applied at the end of the training day, as well 

as from the verbal one provided by the participants during the entire event, it appears that they 

appreciated the workshop as a useful one, from which they learned a lot of new information, their 

expectations being largely met.  

 


